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Inside this issue: 

As everyone is aware, the electronic logging device (ELD) mandate has gone live, 

and we are now in a “soft enforcement” period.  That means while roadside en-

forcement, personnel have begun documenting violations of the rule, they are gen-

erally not placing drivers out of service for operating without a compliant ELD - 

provided they are in compliance with federal Hours of Service regulations. 

So what have we learned during the soft enforcement period? 

FIRST:  If you do not already have a compliant ELD in your truck, get one as 

quickly as you can - assuming you are not operating a grandfathered automatic 

onboard recording device (AOBRD).  This mandate is not going anywhere and en-

forcement will begin in earnest on April 1.  Don’t count on the mandate being 

repealed or the soft enforcement period extended. 

SECOND:  While you may not be placed out of service during the soft enforce-

ment period, you can still be fined for violations for non-compliance noted on 

your inspection report.  In some states, fines can range for $100 to $1000 or 

more.  Since soft enforcement  began, we have seen all of the potential violations, 

including, most surprisingly, ones for failing to maintain an ELD instruction man-

ual and for failure to maintain an instruction sheet for reporting ELD malfunc-

tions.  Those are the easiest to fix, so to avoid these violations all you need to do 

is to make sure you have the required documentation with you. 

THIRD:  In the event your ELD malfunctions and you are unable to provide your 

log information electronically, the rules required that you carry paper logs suffi-

cient to record your duty status for a minimum of eight days. 

FOURTH:  In the event your ELD malfunctions, you have eight days for the device 

to be repaired.  You may request an extension; however, I am doubtful that a re-

quest can be received, considered, processed, and issued within eight days of the 

date of malfunction.  I would suggest you keep a copy of the request for exten-

sion with you to show law enforcement. 

FIFTH:  Regarding the issue of personal conveyances and yard moves, the Federal 

Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) has proposed regulatory guidance 

addressing this issue that omits the requirement that the vehicle 
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   Terminal 

Days 
since 
last 

injury 

  

2018 

Injuries 

Paynesville 1404 0 

Memphis 568 0 

Columbus 347 0 

Dawson 275 0 

Marshall 49 2 

Mankato 47 1 

Wahpeton 45 1 

Dayton 40 1 

Cedar Rapids 39 1 

Renville 37 1 

Page 2 

   How Are We Driving? 

   2018 Incidents/Accidents 

Month ‘15 ‘16 ‘17 ‘18 

Jan 2 0 0 1 

Feb 1 0 0 2 

Mar 1 2 2 1 

Apr 1 0 0  

May 0 0 1  

June 2 1 0  

July 0 1 1  

Aug 1 1 1  

Sept 1 2 0  

Oct 1 4 1  

Nov 0 0 1  

Dec 1 1 0  

Totals 11 12 7 4 

Preventable 3 

Non-Preventable 1 

Hit by Others 1 

Rear End 1 

Rollover/Jackknife 2 

Striking Parked Vehicle 0 

Miscellaneous 0 

Right Turn Squeeze 0 

Lane Change 0 

Intersection 0 

Work Comp. Injuries as 

of  04/01/18 

be “unladen,” meaning it can be loaded with freight.  If adopted, that would create 

greater flexibility and recognize that drivers should have the option to drive laden ve-

hicles from personal business when off duty.  With regard to yard moves, FMCSA has 

not defined what constitutes a yard.  To that end, common sense should prevail.  Thus, 

if you are driving 150 miles and are claiming personal conveyance or a yard move, you 

will most likely be cited for false logs and placed out of service.   

The bottom line is that you need to be very diligent about the rules regarding ELDs.  

When the soft enforcement period ends, all bets are off, enforcement personnel will 

start placing drivers out of service for failure to comply, and you can’t make money if 

you are not on the road. 

[Article written by Brad Klepper, an executive vice president and general counsel of 

Drivers Legal Plan Ltd., a national law firm formed by trucking company executives that 

makes legal representation available to drivers.  This article is taken from FleetOwner 

Magazine, March 2018 Special Supplement.] 

Drivers, please take note: 

Remember to put your name, truck number and trailer number on your shipping ticket! 

You must put your shipping ticket number into the Peoplenet system when prompted to do so.  Enter 

the number EXACTLY as it is on your shipping ticket.   

DO NOT put only zeros in when replying!! 

Truckers:  The Guardian Angels of the Highway 
Here is a ‘feel good’ story about a trucker warning a 4-wheeler… 

By Ashley-Anne of Kirkland Lake, Ontario, Canada 

My children and I were coming back from Windsor, Ontario and destined for Kirkland Lake, Ontario. 

We pulled out of Windsor around 6 pm.  It is always easiest to travel at night with kids, as they tend to 
sleep and you don’t have to stop every 5 minutes. 

We pulled into the Bay Truck Stop in North Bay around midnight and we all decided to get some grub 
and Mom needed some good java.  The North Bay area has lots of moose around, so I knew it was going 
to seem like the longest part of the trip, watching the roads for them. 

We took off at about 12:45 am and the kids were asleep in no time.  The speed limits were 55 mph so I 
was cruising at that speed and making good time.  I would slow down a bit on corners because anyone 
who has driven the northern highways knows there’s no telling what’s around that next bend at night.  
It seems the only vehicles on the roads at this time are big rig trucks. 

Somewhere between Temagami and Latchford, I get a flash of high beams from a concerned trucker.  I 
thought it was because of a bear or another animal… but I knew it wasn’t a bear because it was so late 
at night. 

I dropped my speed to just over 40 mph.  There is no one else on the road and no one behind me, so I 
could relax and take my time.  This section of the road has lots of hills and blind corners. 

About a half mile down the road and at the last second I see what the trucker had warned me about.  A 
blind corner on a downward hill had made it impossible to see until it was right in front of me.  A swamp 
donkey…”moose” was sitting half in my lane and half on the shoulder.  If I had still been doing 55 mph, I 
would not have been so lucky.  I managed to avoid the moose, and my kids didn’t even wake up. 

I would love to thank this trucker, but I don’t know who he was.  It was too dark to even see the com-
pany logo on the side of the truck or trailer.  You will never know how just taking that two seconds to 
flash your lights for us, made such a difference. 

So many truckers are helpful on our highways.  They save lives in so many ways, everyday without even 
realizing it. 

I am also a trucker, but I don’t driver right now.  I know first hand how much four wheelers can get on 
your nerves, but you guys are still the first ones to watch over us… the Guardian Angels of the Highway. 
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Years of Service for April 
 

01 Year...Braedon Cittermark, Starre Hohl, 
     Matt Johnson, Carl Moors, Dwight Mulder, 
     Claude Raschke, Ben Schmidt,  
     Jerome Seaman 
02 Years...Jarod Bayer, Tanner Lindberg, 
     Jeff Piitz, Joel Schaetzke 
03 Years...John Kindred, Shawn Klaphake, 
     Jeff Moe, Clayton Stammer, Shawn Walch 
04 Years...Lori Gage 
05 Years...Todd Tobiason 
06—Darren Barondeau, Darold Voss 
08 Years...Rod Dawson, Jerry Nibeck,  
     Laurence Reed 
09 Years...Mark Altman 
10 Years...Jim Nelson 
11 Years...Brian Blaha, Curt Lemcke 
15 Years...Don Cornwell, Kevin Schwartz 
19 Years...Mark Kelley 
20Years...Dave Vogt 
26 Years...Don Ricke 
37 Years...Barb Jorgenson 

April Birthdays 
01—Sylvester Hiltner 
02—Craig Schafer 
04—Chris Natte, Bob Ziemba 
05—Dave Hall, Lawrence Paradis 
06—Aaron Tufto 
07—Everton Thomas, Kasey Willander 
08—Heidi Preheim 
09—Corey Johnson 
10—Bob Arkell, Kim Buffington,  
     Darryl Josephson, Larry Mead, Chris Morris, 
     Tom Rolighed 
11—Kevin Oliver 
12—Collin Anderson, Maury Fry 
13—Jeopardy Clark, Zach Mills 
14—Paul Chandler, Warren Irvine 
15—Jacob Deling, Kent Miller 
16—Dan Bedow 
18—Charles Olson, Chad Radloff,  
     Steve Saxton 
19—Brad Payne, Kyle Wengler 
20—Victor Johnsen, Bruce Neal, Scott Stevens, 
     Ryan Viessman 
21—Dale Johnson, Chris Volk 
23—Sherry Loyd 
25—Bruce Anderson, Lonnie Gawarecki, 
     Dane Meyer 
26—Joey Mark 
28—Bill Greene, Jim Wegener 
29—Tim Trelstad 

We got four good reports called in 
this last month!  These drivers were 
complimented for doing an awe-
some job… 

Rollie Kruse, 

Gary McElrath, 

Warren Irvine 

& 

Mark Kelley 
 

Thank you!!  You make us look 
great.  Keep up the great work!! 

 

    Drive to Communicate 

By Bob Schaller 

You want to know the other driver sees 

you, and this rule will provide you with 

some ways to make sure they do.  Use 

your lights and horn when necessary to 

let others know you are there.  If you 

make eye contact with another driver, 

there is perhaps less chance he will pull out in front of you or make some other 

error that infringes on your space (although you cannot count on that.)  Even 

more likely, if you are looking at the other driver, and he is NOT looking at you, 

then you know there is an increased possibility he might not be aware of your 

presence.  But, WAIT, there’s MORE! 

Back in the “olden’ days, it was customary when you wanted to pass someone to 

quickly flash your lights to let them know you were coming around.  In fact, that 

practice is still memorialized in law in many states: if a driver approaching from 

the rear flashes his lights or uses the horn to communicate his intention to pass, 

the driver of the vehicle being overtaken is often required by law to give way to 

the right, and not increase the speed of his vehicle until the other driver’s pass is 

complete.  I think it’s funny how things change over the years.  If you do that 

same thing today, the other driver will likely think you’re a jerk, and often times 

go out of his way NOT to “give way.”  About the only folks that practice that kind 

of courtesy today are the truck drivers; they routinely signal each other when 

passing, and they even flash their lights—often in unique or “signature” ways—to 

say thanks. 

While you are driving, there are other ways to “communicate.”  Position yourself 

in a lane (left or right) so others can see you.  Don’t drive in other drivers’ blind 

spots.  When approaching a signal light, for example, move to the right side of 

your lane so that oncoming left turners can see you even if traffic ahead and in 

the lane to your left partially blocks the view.   

Make sure to signal ALL turns.  Despite what you might think, signaling is not 

always required by law.  In my state, for example, a signal is required whenever 

your turn or lane change might affect other traffic.  If no one is around, you don’t 

have to signal, legally.  Of course, as a defensive driving practice, you should al-

ways signal.  You want to create the habit so when you DO need to signal, you 

don’t forget. 

Make certain that your brake lights are functioning properly (and all your other 

lights, for that matter).  Much of another driver’s reaction time might be con-

sumed if your brake lights don’t alert them to the fact you are slowing or stop-

ping—and they may not be left with enough space to avoid hitting you once they 

see you are stopping.  I often tap my brakes once or twice before I apply them, so 

that the flashing brake lights alert the following driver that I am about to slow.  

Any time I see someone coming up quickly behind me, I’ll flash my brake lights a 

few times to grab their attention.  Remember that many folks are not looking 

much farther than the end of their hood. 
continued on page 4... 



 

 

Congratulations to: 
 

Robert Spitznagel x 3 

Jeremy Ferron, 

Shawn Walch,  

Earl Levey, 

Fred Harvey, 

Wayne Duvall, 

Antonio Holland  

Daryl Wirth & 

Curtis Lemcke 

 for NO VIOLATIONS  
on their 

Roadside Inspections!!! 

CVI Welcomes New Drivers 
Larry Bunston—CRT/Tanker 

 

Jason Cranfill—DYT/Tanker 
 

Jen Comstock—CBT/Feed 
 

Cody Husby—MST/Feed 
 

James Ryer—RVT/Tanker 
 

Bill Benson—RVT/Pneumatic 
 

Bill Foesch—RVT/Pneumatic 
 

Jim Werner—DWT/Tanker 
 

Jerry Clark—CRT/Tanker 
 

Jim Mohs—RVT/Pneumatic 
 

Vern Buermann—PYT/Reefer 
 

Paul Larsen—PYT/Reefer 
 

 

Turn on your headlights in the daytime when you are driving on two-lane highways—this has been shown to increase 

your visibility to oncoming traffic.  Turn on your lights in tunnels.  Do this not so you can see (since most tunnels are 

well-lighted), but so everyone can see YOU.  Think of the results if there were 100 cars in a tunnel, and the lights go out 

suddenly!  If you already have your lights ON, then those other 99 drivers can see you well enough not to make you into 

a steel sandwich.  Turn on your lights any time visibility is reduced. 

With all of these tips, you communicate your presence and intentions to other drivers, and help them avoid colliding 

with you.  And that’s ALWAYS a good thing! 

Drivers: 

Please make sure that you enter the correct truck number when you are getting 
fuel.  The correct truck number is the truck number that the fuel is going into.  If 
you drive a JTI truck, you need to use a JTI fuel card.  If you have to use a CVI fuel 
card, contact Tanner or Dave V. right away so we can handle it correctly.  

Drivers: 

The detention area of the shipping ticket should not have any writing 
in it unless: 

 There is actual detention 

 AND dispatch has been notified 

 Make sure the detention is signed or write “refuse to sign” 
 

If you do not notify dispatch of detention when it happens (please use good judgment on the time of day you 
contact dispatch) or the next business day, you will not be paid detention. 

There has been too much misuse of this area of the shipping ticket and it is leading to issues in billing. 

Clean, neat and good penmanship on your shipping ticket aids in your prompt payment. 

Thank you to all for your help. 


