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Inside this issue: 

The 2017 South Dakota Truck Driving Championships were held 
on May 20, 2017 at Southeast Technical College in Sioux Falls, 

SD. 

We had four drivers  compete in this year’s competition.  A good 
time was had by all even with the cold, rainy weather.  The con-
testants were Nan Harguth, Renville tanker driver, Vince Har-
guth, Renville tanker driver, Gary Schmidt, Wahpeton tanker 
driver, and Ron Oleson, Renville pneumatic driver.  This was 
Ron’s first competition and he said he really enjoyed it and hopes 

to participate again next year and win it all.  

Two of our competitors placed in their respective divisions.  Nan 
Harguth showed up her husband  and took third place in the 
straight truck completion.  Gary Schmidt, who is also a proud 
member of the South Dakota Road Team, took third in the tanker 

competition. 

The driving championships consist three parts.  A written exam, a 
pre-trip inspection, and a driving skills test.  There are 8 different 
classes of competition, straight truck, 3 -axle, 4-axle, 5-axle van, 5-

axle sleeper, flat bed, tank, and twin trailers.  

To be eligible, you must work for us for at least one year and be 

accident and ticket free. 

If you are interested in competing next year, please let me know 

that you may be interested.  

Keep up the good work ladies and gentlemen.  Our CSA scores 
are still outstanding which is due to your hard work and dedica-
tion to your profession.  You should be very proud of this accom-

plishment. 

We are in the midst of our Summer safety meetings and I hope to 

see you all there.  

Have a great and safe Summer.  

 

Tim Miller 

Safety Director 
CVI PeopleNet Support 

866-846-6961  Option 4  

Need Fuel? 

By Priority  

Always use 

CVI Terminals 

before any others 

when possible 

then use 

Love’s  

Kwik Trips & 

Sapps 

Please note others 

that we may post for 

you to use… 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   Terminal 

Days 
since 
last 

injury 

  

2017 

Injuries 

Paynesville 1100 0 

Dawson 981 0 

Dayton 905 0 

Mankato 485 0 

Wahpeton 452 0 

Marshall 302 0 

Memphis 264 0 

Renville 146 1 

Cedar Rapids 50 1 

Columbus 43 1 
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   How Are We Driving? 

   2017 Incidents/Accidents 

Month ‘14 ‘15 ‘16 ‘17 

Jan 0 2 0 0 

Feb 3 1 0 0 

Mar 2 1 2 2 

Apr 1 1 0 0 

May 1 0 0 1 

June 1 2 1  

July 1 0 1  

Aug 0 1 1  

Sept 3 1 2  

Oct 0 1 4  

Nov 0 0 0  

Dec 1 1 1  

Totals 13 11 12 3 

Preventable 1 

Non-Preventable 2 

Hit by Others 2 

Rear End 0 

Rollover/Jackknife 1 

Striking Parked Vehicle 0 

Miscellaneous 0 

Right Turn Squeeze 0 

Lane Change 0 

Intersection 0 

Work Comp. Injuries as 

of  06/01/17 

  Drive Predictably 

One  of the best ways to create a safe environment 
for yourself and others while driving is to be pre-
dictable.  Plainly stated, you don’t want to surprise 
anyone.   

Have you seen a driver fly down the left lane of an 
expressway, then at the very last second, veer across all the lanes and onto an off-
ramp (usually cutting off a number of other vehicles in the process)?  Driving in-
structors call that a “kamikaze.”  It’s probably the most extreme example of unpre-
dictability, the kind of unexpected sudden movement that results in many traffic 
deaths each year.   

Be predictable!  If you find that you are too close to your intended off-ramp (or 
turn) to be able to signal normally and slow down gradually, then forget making any 
sudden corrective moves and go on the next exit, or to the next block.  Turn back, or 
go around the block to get back where you wanted to be.   

Being predictable is part of planning ahead and paying attention- - for the freeway 
exit, you should change lanes long before your exit ramp, getting yourself into posi-
tion early so that others have plenty of time and space to react and adjust. 

If you are confused about where to turn, or looking for an address, be careful not to 
stop dead in the road when others aren’t expecting your sudden stop.  Instead, pull 
off to the side or into a parking lot until you figure out what to do.  Pay attention to 
your turn signals.  It is not unusual to see a driver whose signal doesn’t auto-cancel 
happily motoring along, unaware, for many blocks.  No one knows WHAT they are 
going to do.  Are they looking for a turn and unfamiliar with the area, or did they 
just forget that the signal was “on?” 

Another trouble area is maintaining proper position during turns.  Do you often see 
others turning wide into an incorrect lane, either left or right?  If you turn from 
right lane to right lane, left lane to left lane, you are being predictable, and traffic 
flows smoother. 

One of the intents (and benefits) of traffic laws is to make our movements on the 
road predictable.  If we adhere to them, then our roads are safer for all.   

Patriotic Sugar Cookie Bars 

 

 

Preheat oven to 375°.  Lightly grease a 9 x13” baking pan.  In a large 
bowl, cream together the butter and sugar until light and fluffy.  Add 
the eggs and vanilla and mix well.  Stir in the flour, baking powder and 
salt.  Mix just until combined.  Press the sugar cookie mixture gently 
into an even layer into the bottom of the pan.  Bake for 10 - 13 min-
utes… DON’T over-bake.  You’ll be tempted, but the bars should just 
be barely set in the center and the edges won’t be browned at all.  
Allow the bars to cool completely before frosting. 

For the Frosting 
Add the butter and 2 cups of the powdered sugar to a mixing bowl and 
cream together with an electric mixer until smooth and fluffy, about 3 - 5 
minutes.  Add remaining powdered sugar and vanilla.  Add as much milk as 
needed to reach a good soft frosting consistency.  Smooth frosting over the 
bars and sprinkle with toppings. 

1 1/2 sticks butter, 
     at room temp 
1 cup sugar 
2 large eggs 

1 tsp vanilla extract 
2 1/4 cups flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
1/2 tsp salt 

1 stick butter, softened 
3 cups powdered sugar 
1/4 tsp vanilla extract 
3 tbls milk 
 

Sprinkles, m&m’s and 
white chips, for topping 



 

  Page 3 July, 2017 

Years of Service for July 
 

01 Year...Dennis Ferguson, Steve Holoubek, 
     Muhannad Ilyas, Rick Kleinsasser,  
     Gary McElrath 
02 Years...Edward Aranda, Chris Bornitz, 
     Robert Rice 
03 Years…Wayne Aukes, Dominique Davis, 
     Luke Dixon, Nanette Harguth 
04 Years...Corey Johnson, Kevin Lacek, 
     Gordon Meyer, Willie Walton 
06 Years...Jake Sanow, Dale Stern 
10 Years...Brent Barr, Lyle Koenen 
11 Years...Jim Ernst, Howard Hamson 
12 Years...Sandy Korinek, Chad Radloff 
13 Years...Zachery Jorgenson 
14 Years...Mickey Stinson 
15 Years...Dale Johnson, Darryl Josephson 
16 Years...Jeff Bilstein, Todd Cambronne 
20 Years...Tom Rolighed,  
     Russ Steinbronn, Duane Stotler 
26 Years...Tim Miller, Deb Stone 
27 Years...Tim Ruch 
33 Years...Rich Richards 

July Birthdays 
02—Jeff Adams 
04—Bill Leonard, Erik Phillips, Gary Supernois 
05—Brady Mellendorf, Lowell Tebben 
06—Sandy Korinek, Peter Martindale 
07—Lester Hively 
08—Brian Solberg 
09—Gary Schlangen 
10—Dave Fisher, Harold Loyd 
11—John Looney 
13—Devin Olson 
17—Scott Bliss, Cordell Coult 
18—Jesse Brock 
19—Steve Cam, DeWayne Jones,  
     Jessey Verhelst 
20—Jason Heitkamp, Shawn Kosmalski, 
     Willy Pillatzki 
21—AJ Grong 
22—Dave Korinek, Mark Maas,  
     George Stevens 
23—Hailey Showers, Nate Viessman 
25—Jeff Herrley, Jerry Proctor 
26—Chad Moyars 
28—Brad Olson, Steve Sweiger 
29—Dale Stern, Lowell Wricks 
30—Kirby Schmidt 

 

Congratulations to: 
 

Luke Frank, Cory Berg, 
Andy Gholson,  
Dennis Bilstein  
& David Brook 

 

 

 for NO VIOLATIONS 
on their  

Roadside Inspections!!! 

CVI Welcomes New Drivers 
Tim Ruch—MKT/Tanker 

Dan Findlay—WPT/Tanker 
Dan Moore—MKT/Tanker 

Duane Benesh—CRT/Tanker 
Andrew Happel—WPT/Tanker 

Curtis Stafford—RVT/Pneumatic 
Randy Hall—WPT/Tanker 

John Jackson—MMT/Tanker 
Stephen Miller—DYT/Tanker 

Greg Merrick—CBT/Feed 
John Castaneda—CBT/Tanker 

Joe Collins—MMT/Tanker 

 

 

Got a few good reports called in this last 
month!  This drivers were complimented for 
doing an awesome job… 
 

Claude Raschke, Brian Blaha 
& Mike Zahnow 

 

Thank you!!  You make us look great.  Keep 
up the great work!! 

2017 Summer Safety Meetings 
 

Friday, June 30—Marshall—5:00 pm 

Friday, July 7—Dawson—5:30 pm 

Thursday, July 13—Paynesville—4:00 pm 

Friday, July 14—Cedar Rapids—4:30 pm 

Friday, July 21—Dayton—4:00 pm 

Monday, July 24—Memphis—5:00 pm 

Friday, July 28—Wahpeton—5:00 pm 
 

Meetings are at their respective shops.  If the scheduled meeting for 
your terminal conflicts with your schedule, please plan to attend at 

another terminal.  Remember, as with all of our safety meetings it is 
mandatory that drivers as well as mechanics attend! 

!!!  Reminder  !!! 

Just a heads up on vacation 
pay…  You accumulate your 

accrued vacation at your 
yearly anniversary date.  

Picture above from the 2017 Truck Driving Championships in Sioux Falls, SD.  Left 

to right, Tina Oleson, Ron Oleson, Nanette Harguth, Tim Miller and Vinny Harguth. 

Missing from picture is Gary Schmidt…. must have been off chatting somewhere:)  
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The Story of the Fourth of July 
The Declaration of Independence 

We celebrate American Independence Day of the Fourth of July 
every year.  We think of July 4, 1776, as the day that represents 
the Declaration of Independence and the birth of the United States 
of America as an independent nation. 

But July 4, 1776 wasn’t the day that the Continental Congress de-
cided to declare independence (they did that on July 2, 1776). 

It wasn’t the day we started the American Revolution either (that 
happened back in April 1775).  

And it wasn’t the day Thomas Jefferson wrote the first draft of the 
Declaration of Independence (that was June 1776).  Or the date on 
which the Declaration of Independence was delivered to Great 
Britain (that didn’t happen until November 1776).  Or the date it 
was signed (that was August 2, 1776). 

So what did happen on July 4, 1776? 

The Continental Congress approved the final wording of the Decla-
ration of Independence of July 4, 1776.  They’d been working on it 
for a couple of days after the draft was submitted on July 2, 1776.  
They’d been working on it for a couple of days after the draft was 
submitted on July 2nd and finally agreed on all the edits and 
changes. 

July 4, 1776, became the date that was included on the Declara-
tion Independence, and the fancy handwritten copy that was 
signed in August (the copy now displayed at the National Archives 
in Washington, D.C.)  It’s also the date that was printed on the 
Dunlap Broadsides, the original printed copies of the Declaration 
that were circulated throughout the new nation.  So when people 
thought of the declaration of Independence July 4, 1776 was the 
date they remembered. 

In contrast, we celebrate Constitution Day on September 17th of 
each year, the anniversary of the date the Constitution was signed, 
not the anniversary of the date it was approved.  If we’d followed 
the same approach for the Declaration of Independence we’d be 
celebrating Independence Day on August 2nd each year, the day 
the Declaration of Independence was signed! 

How did the Fourth of July become a national holiday? 

For the first 15 or 20 years after the Declaration of Independence 
was written, people didn’t celebrate it much on any date.  It was 
too new and too much else was happening in the young nation.  By 
the 1790’s, a time of bitter partisan conflicts, the Declaration had 
become controversial.  One party, the Democratic-Republicans, 
admired Jefferson and the Declaration.  But the other party, the 
Federalists, thought the Declaration was too French and too anti-
British, which went against their current policies. 

By 1817, John Adams complained in a letter that America seemed 
uninterested in its past.  But that would soon change. 

After the War of 1812, the Federalist party began to come apart 
and the new parties of the 1820’s and the 1830”s all considered 
themselves inheritors of Jefferson and the Democratic-
Republicans.  Printed copies of the Declaration began to circulate 
again, all with the date July 4, 1776, listed at the top.  The deaths 
of Thomas Jefferson and John Adams on July 4, 1826, may even 
have helped to promote the idea of July 4 as an important date to 
be celebrated. 

Celebrations of the Fourth of July became more common as the 
years went on and in 1870, almost a hundred years after the Dec-
laration was written, Congress first declared July 4 to be a national 
holiday as part of a bill to officially recognize several holidays, in-
cluding Christmas.  Further legislation about national holidays, 
including July 4, was passed in 1939 and 1941. 


