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Never Play Chicken with a Train 
By Robert Schaller 

 

I am amazed at how often cars race trains to a 
crossing, in order to just barely cross in front of it.  
This seems to be right of passage for young driv-
ers in rural areas as they learn to drive.  I have 
even seen this depicted in Hollywood films, as 
those “wild and crazy teenagers” are out having 

fun on Friday night.  After a train runs over a vehicle at a crossing, folks often wonder 
why the car in front of the train was obviously so close and moving so fast.  Kids aren’t 
the only ones who do it; impatience on the part of hurried drivers results in hundreds of 
railroad crossing deaths each year. 
 

As a train approaches you, an optical illusion is created that masks the speed of the train - 
making it appear to be traveling slower than it really is.  The illusion is a result of the 
train’s size and the narrowing aspect of the tracks and train as they recede in the distance.  
Imagine the horror of a driver and the passengers in a vehicle as they cut in front of a 
train and suddenly realize they have no time to get out of its way.  According to Opera-
tion Lifesaver (a non-profit railroad safety organization), the forces of a train/car collision 
are very close to the same thing as a car running over and crushing an aluminum can! 
 

Respect the train for what it is - an irresisti-
ble force and remember that your car is 
not an immoveable object!  A train is like 
an ocean liner - it may take it more than a 
mile to stop.  Never play chicken with a 
train by trying to beat it to a grade crossing.  
Do not drive around lowered gates if the 
signals indicate a train is coming.  Remem-
ber to wait after a train passes, until you can clearly see in both directions.  Many are 
killed when they proceed after a train clears a crossing, and a speeding train on a second 
set of tracks smacks them from the other direction. 
 

If your vehicle gets stuck on the tracks, do not hang around trying to start it, or push it 
off, if a train is approaching.  Get away!  If you have to leave your vehicle behind and you 
know it is going to be hit, remember to run toward the approaching train, not away from 
it; the debris from a collision will be thrown ahead of the train and it can overtake and 
kill you. 
 

Operation Lifesaver has a video presentation showing a camera crew riding along with a 
working train crew.  Watching it, I was struck by the incredulity of the train crews as they 
watched car after car (and trucks as well), dart around the gates and try to make it across 
even as the train was on top of the crossing.  The crews see this as a kind of Russian Rou-
lette, and they weigh the chances of each vehicle as it cuts across the tracks in front of 
them.  They laugh nervously, knowing they have absolutely no chance of stopping even if 
they tried.  In 2002, there were over 3,000 car-train collisions in the United States.  Don’t 
become a statistic!  Be cautious around railroad tracks, and STOP COLD for trains.   

CVI PeopleNet Support 

866-846-6961  Option 4  

Need Fuel? 

By Priority  

1—CVI Terminals 

2—Love’s  

& Kwik Trip 

3—Pilot/Flying J 

[please use the Pilot/Flying J 

as a last resort & others not 

listed in dire emergency only] 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   Terminal 

Days 
since 
last 

injury 

  

2017 

Injuries 

Paynesville 1008 0 

Dawson 889 0 

Dayton 813 0 

Cedar Rapids 563 0 

Mankato 393 0 

Wahpeton 360 0 

Marshall 210 0 

Columbus 193 0 

Memphis 172 0 

Renville 54 1 
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   How Are We Driving? 

   2017 Incidents/Accidents 

Month ‘14 ‘15 ‘16 ‘17 

Jan 0 2 0 0 

Feb 3 1 0 0 

Mar 2 1 2  

Apr 1 1 0  

May 1 0 0  

June 1 2 1  

July 1 0 1  

Aug 0 1 1  

Sept 3 1 2  

Oct 0 1 4  

Nov 0 0 0  

Dec 1 1 1  

Totals 13 11 12  

Preventable 0 

Non-Preventable 0 

Hit by Others 0 

Rear End 0 

Rollover/Jackknife 0 

Striking Parked Vehicle 0 

Miscellaneous 0 

Right Turn Squeeze 0 

Lane Change 0 

Intersection 0 

Work Comp. Injuries as 

of  03/01/17 

Truckers and Dash Cams 
 

Technology has changed 
the world of trucking in 

many ways.  While not 
every change is great, 
some are very helpful for 

drivers.  One of these 
changes is the dashboard 

camera, or “dash cam.”  
Dash cams are small cam-
eras that face forward on 

your dashboard to record 
traffic and your driving.  

Unlike in-cab cameras, 
though, dash cams are of-
ten welcomed by truckers.  Why?  Read on to find out.   

 
Why Should You Use a Dash Cam in Your Truck? 

Think of a dash cam as a physical insurance policy.  Any trucker who’s 
been in an accident or had an argument with their dispatcher knows how 
valuable evidence can be.  Well, that’s exactly what a dash cam provides - 

evidence.  Here are a few  top ways a dash cam can help you: 
 

Accident Resolution 
Probably the biggest  and most frequent use of a dash cam is  as evidence 
in an accident.  Every trucker knows that accidents happen, and having 

evidence can make or break a police report.  Say, for instance, you’re com-
ing up to an exit and someone cuts you off, then immediately slams on 

their brakes to avoid traffic.  If you rear-end that driver, it would be difficult 
for you to prove you weren’t at fault.  However, with a dash cam you can 
show you weren’t following too closely or speeding.  This can help the police 

decide fault and it can help your insurance settle faster. 
 

Security 
Another benefit of dash cams is security.  Many dash cams feature a 

“parked” or  “standby” mode that activates the camera when it detects mo-
tion.  This can help you find hit-and-run drivers who hit your truck or catch 
thieves attempting to break into your load.   

 
Fraud Protection 

What if someone brake checks you, or claims that you caused an accident 
you didn’t cause?  With a dash cam you have video evidence to support 
your claims.  You can show exactly what happened from your own per-

spective, allowing you to keep yourself safer and your record clean. 
 

Proof of Activity 
A dash camera can also be useful when your dispatcher or employer has 
questions about your logs or activity.  For instance, if you get caught in a 

bad weather a dash cam can help you prove that conditions were too poor 
to drive in.  You can also use it to  show you got the required  amount of 

downtime or that you weren’t driving past your hours. 
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Years of Service for March 
 

01 Year...Jeff Arthur, Steve Brusven,  
     Kevin Kruse, Lance Mills, Lowell Prellwitz, 
     Darrel Rasmussen 
02 Years...Larry Ball, Doug Chase,  
     John Danberry, Wayne Skogrand,  
     Denise Williams 
03 Years…Cory Berg, Dan Sandahl 
04 Years...Bob Arkell, John DeValk, Kyle Saue 
06 Years...Bill Baker, Don Brubaker, Ed Haag, 
     Nick Johnson 
07 Years...Andy Seys 
08 Years...Eric Justice, Mike Summers 
09 Years...Phil Leuning 
10 Years...Steve Cam 
11 Years...Wayne Duvall 
14 Years…Becky Lundy 
13 Years...Sean Deuth, Tim Trelstad 
19 Years...Brett Riehm 
20 Years...Rolana Schmidt 
26 Years...Greg Londgren 
27 Years...Tony Busiahn,  
     Toby Denstad 
32 Years...Harlan Petersen, 
     Craig Velzke 

March Birthdays 
01—Betty Ritz, Alan Viessman, 
     Wayne Viessman 
07—Larry Johnson 
05—Deb Stone 
08—Steven Penney, Brenton Reppe,  
     Arnie Severson, Joe Ulrich, Doug Viessman 
09—Charles Anderson 
10—Jim Harris 
11—Duane Stotler 
12—Jim Ernst, Bill Robbins 
13—Luke Decker, Dave Mines 
16—Bill Baer, Todd Tobiason 
17—Cory Berg, Luke Holtz, Keith Lanier,  
     Larry Magrath, Terry Viessman 
19—Keith Olson 
20—Herb Johnson, Shawn Klaphake,  
     Dominick Platow, Andy Viessman 
21—Randy Bertram, Henry Kraai 
22—Jody Pillatzki 
23—Brent Barr, Jesse Deutz, Perry Miller 
24—Jacob Kubela, Brandon Ross 
25—Rick Koger, Tony O’Meara, Don Peltier,  
     Al Schlicht 
26—Tyler Bearson, Brad Plocher 
27—Paul Johnshoy, Mark Peters 
28—Vern Buysse, Dave Tatum 
29—Trent Jorgenson, Cade Robertson 
30—Shawn Walch 
31—Mike Hoganson 

Important Information for Transflo 

When using Transflo (non-mobile)… if you are sending the paperwork for multiple 
loads at the same time, you only need one cover sheet.  You do not need a new 
cover sheet between each load. 

The order should be cover sheet first, followed with shipping ticket, then Bill of Lad-
ing and then with any scale tickets or pertinent paperwork. 

Thank You,   
Kari Vogt 

              Chocolate Cracker Toffee 

Club crackers (35-50, depending on pan size) 

1 cup butter (2 sticks) 

1 cup brown sugar 

2 cups semi-sweet chocolate chips 

1 cup nuts of your choice, chopped 

Kudos to Bob Ziemba 

We received a notice from ADM complimenting our driver, Bob Ziemba for 

his actions on February 16th.  The comment was as follows: 

“While arriving at work this morning, I was behind a Viessman truck that 

was coming to take a load of fly ash from Cogen.  He approached the HFCS 

rail crossing and I watched him as he came to a full stop before crossing 

even though it was evident that there were no railcars moving anywhere in 

sight.  As he got to the ash silos, I stopped and approached him to let him 

know that we appreciated him following our rail movement guidelines.  He 

thanked me for taking the time to give him positive feedback.  Sometimes 

that positive comment you give will produce more of the same behavior.” 

Rick Grabo 
Cogen Superintendent 
ADM Corn Processing—Columbus 

South Dakota Truck Driving Championships 

SDTA’s Annual Truck Driving Championships will be held on Saturday, May 

20th, 2017 at Sioux Falls Technical Institute in Sioux Falls, SD.   

Please contact Tim Miller at 605-272-3203 if you are interested in compet-

ing, have questions or want more information about the event. 

The entry forms for each driver must be submitted by Friday, May 5th, so 

make sure you contact Tim in time to sign up. 

Line a jelly roll pan (with a lip) with foil that you have buttered or 

sprayed with oil.  Then lay out club crackers over the foil, breaking 

crackers to fit if need be.  Melt butter and brown sugar in a sauce pan, 

mix well and let come to a boil.  Continue stirring and let boil for two 

minutes (careful, don’t burn it).  Pour the mixture over the crackers 

and spread evenly.  Bake in the oven set at 350° for 5 minutes.  If 

crackers have risen and gotten out of place, use a fork to set them 

right.  Sprinkle chocolate chips over hot cracker mixture.  Let sit 5 min-

utes for chips to melt and spread throughout covering the crackers.  

Before chocolate sets, sprinkle nuts over the top.  Pop in the fridge to 

cool quickly and when all is set break into pieces to serve! 

Nan Harguth, Renville Tanker Driver was telling me about 

this recipe—I didn’t write it down but found something 

very similar and it looks GOOD!  Thanks for the extra 5 lbs I 

gained just thinking about it... 



 
 

Congratulations to: 
 

Hugo Wuertz,  
Rick Schmitz & 
DeWayne Jones 

 
 

 for NO VIOLATIONS 
on their  

Roadside Inspections!!! 

CVI Welcomes New Drivers 
David Staggs—CBT/Feed 

Brenton Reppe—MST/Tanker 
Jerry Proctor—CRT/Tanker 

Tony O’Meara—WPT/Tanker 
Michael Kepple—CRT/Tanker 
Jeffrey Herrley—MKT/Tanker 
Chris Bundy—WPT/Pneumatic 

David Huber—WPT/Tanker 
Darrell Waters—MST/Feed 

Alan Viessman—WPT/Tanker 
James Friedrichs—MKT/Tanker 
Dean Skogrand—MST/Tanker 

Shane Engel—WPT/Tanker 

 

 

 

Got good reports called in this last month!  
These drivers were complimented for doing an 
awesome job… 

Mark Peters, John Danberry  

& Ken Landmark 

Thank you!!  You make us look great.  Keep up 
the great work!! 

Mama Said There’ll Be Days Like This 

Time to get up and get this day started.  I want to beat the traffic, or at least most of it going 

to Chicago, IL/Gary, IN.  Anxious to get to the shipper, a regular customer, and then to Cedar 

Rapids, IA, then perhaps the two hour drive home from there.  I’m at Rensselaer, IN on I-65.  

After taking my full break last night, I’m leaving at o’dark thirty so I can get my day done ear-

lier. 

After I do my pre-trip, I leave my parking spot, head to the entrance and turn onto the highway.  The entrance 

ramps to I-65 are just ahead.  Now that I am on I-65, I enjoy my coffee and do what drivers do...listen to that 

diesel engine and the tires on the highway, which is music to my ears.  I watch gauges and mirrors while I plan 

the rest of the day.  I’m about one hour from the shipper.  I should be there about 30 minutes while getting 

loaded, take off, and then arrive at this time tomorrow in Cedar Rapids, IA.  Yes, this is a doable plan.  Oh happy 

day!!!!! 

Suddenly my plans are destroyed.  I see a road sign ahead that says, “Indianapolis 

[however many] miles”.  NOOOOOOOOO!!!!!!!!!  This can’t be happening!  Some-

one is playing a joke by moving road signs, right???  As I approach an exit, there is 

another sign that says “Indianapolis [however many] miles”.  I am getting closer to 

Indy!!!  I take that exit so I can turn around while I ponder how I could have done 

something this stupid.  Now I am mad at myself and there is no one to blame but 

me.  “Mama said there’ll be days like this, there’ll be days like this mama said.  

Mama said there’ll be days like this when I should’ve just stayed in bed.”  Rarely do 

I get the directions mixed up, and still I don’t know exactly what happened.  So I replay last night in my mind.  

As I exited the interstate to go to the truck stop for the night, I made a right turn onto the highway.  I pulled into 

the truck stop and remembered that all I needed to do in the morning was turn right at the entrance ramp to 

head to Chicago, but all the parking spots were taken, so I had to go to the other truck stops to find a spot.  I 

crossed over I-65 and did find a parking spot on the other side of the highway.  I went to bed.  When I got up, I 

kept reminding myself “turn right at the ramp” and so I did, totally forgetting I had crossed over I-65 the day 

before.  IDIOT!!!!!  Now I am back at my starting point and I can see clearly now that the truck stop I stayed at 

was on the west side of the road.  My stupidity has cost me about 1 1/2 hours, and now I will be dealing with 

more traffic than I had planned.  All went well at the shipper and the drive to Cedar Rapids.  My plan did work 

almost to the schedule I had come up with, just a wee bit later on the times.  By the end of the day I was laughing 

at my stupidity, but it sure was not funny at the time!! 

One day it will happen to you too.  It’s unfortunate, but the most important thing is that my day was completed 

safely - accident free.  That is all that really matters in the end…  being safe. 
 

[I found this trucker story on-line at truckingtruth.com  -C-] 


