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Inside this issue: 

As winter sets in for most of the country, you should take precautions to keep not only you and 
your truck safe, but also others on the road.  We’ve put together ten useful tips to help you get 
your loads delivered safely this winter. 

1. Monitor the weather 

This one might seem obvious, but knowing ahead of time that a storm is brewing is key to staying 
safe.  If a blizzard or wintery mix is predicted in your area, you can set into motion your plan of 
action for pickups and drop offs.  Since weather predictions ahead of time can be faulty, don’t 
forget to stay turned to the radio, radar maps, or the Weather Channel for information on real-
time road conditions. 

2. Plan you trip 

Before getting on the road, take the time to plan and map out your route according to the 
weather.  Take into consideration that some roads may be closed or too rough to navigate.  If 
possible, plan the times you will be going over overpasses to be after the snow has melted, or at 
least, plowed.  Calculate your driving speed for heavy snow weather to be about 25 mph and plan 
safe parking places and pick-up and delivery times accordingly.  This way, you won’t be facing 
possible issues with your Hours of Service (HOS) before making it to a safe resting stop.  Make 
sure to have a few alternate safe stops planned, just in case conditions get too bad in other 
places. 

3. Check equipment pre-trip and mid-trip 

It’s always vital to check your equipment before you hit the road, especially so when winter 
weather strikes.  Check that all lights are working properly, air is drained from the truck’s and 
trailer’s tanks to avoid frozen brake lines, and tire pressures to prevent a disastrous flat. 

After hitting rough patches of snow or ice, make sure to make a safe stop to knock off tire flaps 
and undercarriages.  This could prevent damage to your rig, but also other vehicles when the 
packed ice eventually comes off. 

4. Have extra equipment on board 

Be prepared for the iciest conditions by having some of the  

best snow gear on board.  You should make sure to have: 

 Chains (the right size) 

 Bungees 

 Waterproof vest 

 Reflective vest 

 Flashlight 

 Kneeling pad 

 Boots with good traction 

 Warm clothing 
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   Terminal 

Days 
since 
last 

injury 

  

2017 

Injuries 

Paynesville 1253 0 

Mankato 638 0 

Wahpeton 605 0 

Memphis 417 0 

Renville 299 1 

Cedar Rapids 203 1 

Columbus 196 1 

Dawson 124 1 

Marshall 109 1 

Dayton 66 1 
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   How Are We Driving? 

   2017 Incidents/Accidents 

Month ‘14 ‘15 ‘16 ‘17 

Jan 0 2 0 0 

Feb 3 1 0 0 

Mar 2 1 2 2 

Apr 1 1 0 0 

May 1 0 0 1 

June 1 2 1 0 

July 1 0 1 1 

Aug 0 1 1 1 

Sept 3 1 2 0 

Oct 0 1 4 1 

Nov 0 0 0  

Dec 1 1 1  

Totals 13 11 12 6 

Preventable 3 

Non-Preventable 3 

Hit by Others 3 

Rear End 1 

Rollover/Jackknife 2 

Striking Parked Vehicle 0 

Miscellaneous 0 

Right Turn Squeeze 0 

Lane Change 0 

Intersection 0 

Work Comp. Injuries as 

of  11/01/17 

Tony O’Meara (Wahpeton, owner
-operator) sent us a message re-
garding North Dakota inspec-
tions.  He tells me, “I talked with a 
North Dakota Commercial DOT 
officer the other day.  The rule for 
North Dakota rest area inspec-
tions is as follows:  If rest area is 
open for inspection and you get 
the bypass arrow, keep going.  
The same at weigh stations… BUT 
if there is an inspection and no 
green arrow, you must stop.” 

 Extra washer fluid 

 Anti-gel 

5. Maintain as much space as possible 

One of the most common factors in winter accidents is following too closely behind other vehicles.  You 
may not be able to control the cars behind you, but you can do your best to make sure there is enough 
cushion space between you and the car ahead of you.  This leaves you with options if your brakes aren’t 
working as quickly as they should. 

6. Slow down 

Put the posted speed limits into context.  If roads are covered in snow or ice, it might not be safe or fea-

sible to maintain that 50 mph speed limit.  Going faster leaves more room for error with stopping the 

truck and trailer, as well as reduces your reaction time.  Slow down and only go as fast as you are rea-

sonably able to.  Keep to the right and let other vehicles pass you if they want - don’t feel pressured to 

speed up if they are following too close behind.  You are driving with everyone’s safety in mind when 

you go easy of the pedal. 

7. Know what to do if you lose traction 

There’s no fool-proof method for not losing traction in bad weather.  It’s important that you know what 

to do if it happens, since this lessens the severity of any possible accidents.  The number one thing to 

remember:  never use the clutch or engine brake when traction is lost, as this could make the situation 

worse.  Just gently let your foot off the pedal and steer in the direction that the back end of the vehicle 

is going, which should allow you to then gain back control. 

8. Be careful getting in and out of the truck 

Again, this might seem obvious, but just remember that steps will most likely be slippery.  It’s not un-

heard of for a driver to fall and seriously injure themselves by underestimating the condition of truck 

steps.  Make sure to wear boots with good grip and take your time going up and down.  Also, always 

keep in mind your surroundings.  Take extra caution getting in and out of the tractor on roads with low 

visibility.  Always wear an orange safety vest. 

9. Hold your steering wheel firmly and with confidence 

Winter weather is not the time to be reaching for a snack or answering a text.  Always keep your hands 

firmly on the wheel in case you hit a rough patch of snow, or need to react quickly to unforeseen condi-

tions on the road.  At the same time, be confident in your driving skills.  Try to remain calm and avoid 

sporadic driving. 

10. Know you and your vehicle’s limitations 

There may come a point in which the weather simply makes the roads too unsafe to travel.  Don’t push 

your luck if conditions are bad - yours and other’s lives are at the top of the priority list.  Take this time 

to make a safe stop and wait the storm out.  Catch up on some rest to get back on the road as soon as 

possible. 

article continued from pg. 1 
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Years of Service for November 
 

01 Year...Larry Johnson, James Porter 
02 Years...Jesse Deutz, Tom Goff,  
     Bruce Hoffman, Justin Kaufman,  
     Micky Viessman 
05 Years...Travis Loegering 
06 Years...Dan Hanen, Greg Henry 
07 Years...Randy Citterman, Josh DeBaere, 
     Dave Hall, Dave Olson, Roger Peterson, 
     Ralph Runner 
08 Years...Arlen Struck, Ray Tope 
10 Years...Tom Olinger 
11 Years...Kirby Schmidt 
12 Years...Randy Bertram 
13 Years...Wayne Hamble 
14 Years...Lee Sturtz 
20 Years...Bill Leonard,  
     Jason Wetterling 

November Birthdays 
01—Dennis Wolfer 
02—Max Adams 
03—Steve Shaw 
04—Paul Johnson, Ronny Oleson 
05—Bruce Daniels, Terry Lovre,  
     Delmar Marcus, Tracy Monson 
07—Steve Schroeder, Jeff Vierstraete 
08—Scott Kurk, Dave Nordick 
09—Jason Malecek, Bruce Milton, 
     James Porter, Mark Ritz 
12—Mark Olsby 
13—Robert Spitznagel, Torrence Williams 
14—Dan McKeon, Maury Ritz 
15—Andy Seys 
16—Gabe Ariasola, Brett Boon,  
     Martin Fodiman, Charles Mitchell 
17—Ross Christenson, Tom Goff 
19—Jeff Bilstein, Travis Loegering 
20—Chris Conway, Andy Burdick 
21—Wayne Duvall, Rick Kleinsasser, 
     Cody Nelson, Dallas Phillips, Glenn Tabor 
22—Dick Allen 
23—Doug Chase, Scott Vold, Willie Walton 
25—Donn Dobson, Roger Peterson, 
     Dean Skogrand, Trig Viessman 
26—Scott Pederson, Andy Thompson 
28—Duan Gabrielson 
30—Don Brubaker 

 

Congratulations to: 
 
 

Gary Schmidt, 
Mark Olsby & 

Wayne Skogrand 
 
 

 

 for NO VIOLATIONS on 
their 

Roadside Inspections!!! 

CVI Welcomes New Drivers 

‘Don’t Prevent Others   
from Passing’ 

 

By Robert Schaller 

Defensive driving encompasses many differ-
ent ideas and practices, one of which is under-
standing the effects your driving may have on 
others, and the results this can have on your 
safety and theirs.  There is a law (or some-
thing similar) in many states that says if an-
other driver approaching from your rear sig-
nals by lights or horn their intention to pass 
you, you must allow them to pass, giving way 
to the right if necessary to let them around.  

How many times, though, have you had this attitude?  “I’m going the speed limit, 
that guy can just slow down, he doesn’t NEED to pass me.”  I suspect there are a 
few of us that haven’t had those feelings at one time or another -- it’s just human 
nature that we need to overcome, for a couple of reasons. 

First, you don’t know the reason someone wants to pass you, and while it may be an 
unusual case, who would want to be in the way of someone who legitimately needs 
to get somewhere - - like a hospital - - quickly.  It doesn’t matter that in most such 
situations, it is better by far to call for emergency help and have the person trans-
ported by professionals, in an official emergency vehicle, for many good reasons.  
In some cases, especially in remote areas, there is no choice but to transport a sick 
or injured person yourself.  On the outside chance this is the case, you should never 
prevent someone from passing. 

Second, each of us, in my opinion, should drive so that the drivers around us stay 
calm and in control (as much as this is possible), for our OWN safety.  You do not 
want someone behind you that is pressured, frustrated or angry.  Preventing another 
driver from passing you creates unnecessary anger and frustration.  In an unsafe at-
tempt to get around you, your obstructive action and their anger can combine to 
cause serious mishaps, maybe even resulting in injuries or death to you, to them, or 
to some uninvolved third party.  In such a case, you would be partially responsible 
for the problem, if not legally, certainly morally. 

If another driver wants to pass, make every effort to HELP them do it, even pulling 
off the road if necessary.  Doing so takes mere seconds and it is a courteous, safe 
and intelligent thing to do. 

Rich Barnes—CRT/Tanker 
William Woods—DYT/Tanker 
Mike Steckelberg—MST/Feed 
Mark Olsby—WPT/Pneumatic 
FanFan Mazard—DWT/Feed 

John Keele—DYT/Tanker 
Robert Spitznagel—WPT/Tanker 
Dale Peterson—RVT/Pneumatic 

Jay Thorson—WPT/Tanker 
Doug Pelletier—WPT/Tanker 

Antonio Holland—MMT/Tanker 
Phillip Adams—MMT/Tanker 
Curtis Herbaugh—DWT/Feed 
Jeremy Wiles—CRT/Tanker 

Lloyd Thompson—MST/Feed 
Jamie Meyeraan—MST/Feed 

 

 

We got several good reports called in this last 
month!  These drivers were complimented for 
doing an awesome job… 

Romualdo Sandoval, Wayne Hamble 

& Rich Barnes 

Thank you!!  You make us look great.  Keep 
up the great work!! 

 

16 ounces pumpkin puree 
13 ounces evaporated milk 

2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice 
4 eggs 

1 ½ cups sugar 
18 ½ ounce yellow cake mix (dry) 

1 cup butter, melted 
1 cup pecans, chopped (optional) 

Mix pumpkin, evaporated milk, spice, eggs and sugar.  Pour into lightly sprayed 9x13” pan.  
Sprinkle with dry cake mix.  Next drizzle over melted butter.  Top with pecans, or not. 
 

Bake at 350° for 40 - 45 minutes or until firm.  (Could take a bit longer).  Cool completely and 
refrigerate. Cut into squares and serve with whipped topping.   
 

Perfect fall dessert when there is no time to make a pumpkin pie. 

Pumpkin Dump Cake 



 

Jack Masters 
1939—2017 

Jack Alwyn Masters was born June 22, 1939 in New London to Glenwood and Mercedes (Wadsworth) Masters.  The 
oldest of four children, he grew up and attended schools in the Spicer/New London area.  His life as a farm boy changed 
at the age of ten when his father died and his mother moved the family to a home by Nest Lake.  In spite of his tragic loss 
of a parent, he had fond memories of fishing, swimming and football.  Jack was baptized and confirmed in the Presbyte-
rian faith.  As a young adult, he served a stint in the Air Force and worked at an assortment of jobs.  In 1962, Jack mar-
ried JoAnn Syverson and their marriage was blessed with seven children.  He continued to work various jobs but always 
had a preference for trucking.  They moved around a bit before settling in rural Murdock in 1972 for an extended time.  In 
1987, the family relocated to Granite Falls where they have remained.  After this move, Jack worked for Cliff Viessman, 
Inc. which he considered his all-time favorite trucking job.  In his free time, he relished auctions, ice-fishing and adding to 

his collection of old time fishing gear.  A voracious reader, Jack could polish off a novel every two days.  From restoring mechanical devices to making Klacker 
games to building an outdoor nativity stable, he found pleasure in working with his hands.  His was initiated into the Catholic faith in 2006.  During the past 
seven years, Jack suffered a multitude of serious illnesses and surgeries and became increasingly disabled.  Although his sequence of physical issues was 
immense, he astounded his family by developing the virtue of patience.  Despite his poor health, he never complained or exhibited self-pity.  He gave a great 
example to his family.  Jack died on October 21, 2017 at the St. Cloud Hospital.  He is survived by his wife, children Gina (Frank) Quinn, Michelle (Scott) Gafk-
jen, Twyla Masters, April Masters-Chizek, Shereen (Duane) Masters Frank, Joseph “Tony” Masters and Kelli (Barry) Masters-Morgan, 22 grandchildren, 3 great-
grandchildren, sister Darlene (Wayne) Thompson, brother Daryl (Marlys) Masters as well as many nieces, nephews and other relatives.  Preceding him in death 
were his parents, grandchildren Stefan Chizek, Mary Ann Gafkjen, Serenity Jean Gafkjen, sister Glenyce Gulbranson and brothers-in-law Marvin Gulbranson 

and Donald Syverson.  Jack was with CVI for over 21 years. (1988-2009)  Rest in Peace, Jack... 

2017 Cliff Viessman, Inc. Awards Banquets 
Dayton 

Friday, November 17 ~ Celebrations/7615 Poe Ave ~ 6 pm 
 

Columbus 
Friday, December 1 ~ American Legion/23rd Ave & 3rd St ~ 6 pm 

 

Mankato 
Saturday, December 2 ~ Morson-Ario VFW ~ 6 pm 

 

Memphis 
Friday, December 8 ~ Port Restaurant ~ 7 pm 

 

Cedar Rapids 
Saturday, December 9 ~ Best Western, Long Branch ~ 6 pm 

 

Dawson, Gary, Marshall, Paynesville, Renville & Wahpeton 
Saturday, December 16 ~ Dawson South Shop ~ 6 pm 

 

To:  All Drivers that have Trucks Equipped with Blowers 

Running Your Blowers on a Monthly Basis 

Make sure if your truck is equipped with a blower, that you are running it on a monthly basis.  We have had problems 
with blowers that have not been run on a regular basis. 

Also, make sure when you get done with your blower to let it run while you are putting your hoses away.  This will make it 
cool down.  During the cooler time of the year condensation is causing the blowers to seize up. 


