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Inside this issue: Sharing the road safely with school buses 
 

School buses are one of the safest form of transportation on the road 

today.  In fact, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-

ministration, riding a bus to school is 13 times safer than riding in a 

passenger vehicle and 10 times safer than walking to school.  The real-

ity of school bus safety is that more children are hurt outside the bus 

than inside as passengers.  Most of the children who lose their lives in 

bus-related crashes are pedestrians, four to seven years old, who are hit 

by the bus or by motorists illegally passing a stopped school bus.  For 

this reason, it is necessary to know the proper laws and procedures for 

sharing the road safely with school buses:  

 
 

 

 

 

CVI PeopleNet Support 

866-846-6961  Option 4  

Need Fuel? 

By Priority  

Always use 

CVI Terminals 

before any others 

when possible 

then use 

Love’s  

Kwik Trips & 

Sapps 

Please note others 

that we may post for 

you to use… 

 

 

 

 

 

     Back to School: 

                 Safety tips for motorists 

 All 50 states have a law making it 
illegal to pass a school bus that is 
stopped to load or unload children. 

 School buses use yellow flashing 
lights to alert motorists that they are 
preparing to stop to load or unload 
children.  Red flashing lights and an 
extended stop sign arm signals to 
motorists that the bus is stopped and 
children are getting on or off the 
bus. 

 All 50 states require that traffic in 
both directions stop on undivided 
roadways when students are enter-
ing or exiting a school bus. 

 While state laws vary on what is 
required on a divided roadway, in 
all cases, traffic behind the school 
bus (traveling in the same direction) 
must stop. 

 The area 10 feet around a school bus 
is where children are in the most 
danger of being hit.  Stop your car 
far enough from the bus to allow 
children the necessary space to 
safely enter and exit the bus. 

 Be alert.  Children are unpredict-
able.  Children walking to or from 
their bus are usually very comfort-
able with their surroundings.  This 
makes them more likely to take 
risks, ignore hazards or fail to look 
both ways when crossing the street. 

 Never pass a school bus on the right.  
It is illegal and could have tragic 
consequences. 



 

 

   Terminal 

Days 
since 
last 

injury 

  

2017 

Injuries 

Paynesville 1161 0 

Dayton 966 0 

Mankato 546 0 

Wahpeton 513 0 

Memphis 325 0 

Renville 207 1 

Cedar Rapids 111 1 

Columbus 104 1 

Dawson 32 1 

Marshall 17 1 
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   How Are We Driving? 

   2017 Incidents/Accidents 

Month ‘14 ‘15 ‘16 ‘17 

Jan 0 2 0 0 

Feb 3 1 0 0 

Mar 2 1 2 2 

Apr 1 1 0 0 

May 1 0 0 1 

June 1 2 1 0 

July 1 0 1 1 

Aug 0 1 1  

Sept 3 1 2  

Oct 0 1 4  

Nov 0 0 0  

Dec 1 1 1  

Totals 13 11 12 4 

Preventable 2 

Non-Preventable 2 

Hit by Others 2 

Rear End 0 

Rollover/Jackknife 2 

Striking Parked Vehicle 0 

Miscellaneous 0 

Right Turn Squeeze 0 

Lane Change 0 

Intersection 0 

Work Comp. Injuries as 

of  08/01/17 

To:  All Drivers 

Reason:  Important info on calling into the Gary Office 

Issue:  Our customers can not get through to our dispatchers because employees are calling in on 
dispatchers direct lines.  Only 8 direct lines can be used at any given time and if drivers are call-
ing in on them, customers can not get through.  Drivers need to call the group line, NOT the di-
rect line for the dispatcher they are trying to reach. 

Action:   

 Please do not call direct lines for dispatchers.  All drivers should call into 605-272-5256 
when trying to get in touch with dispatch and then dial the group for the dispatcher. 

 Extensions  (ACD Groups) are listed below. 

 The direct lines are for customers only.  The groups will put you in que to answer as quickly as 
possible.   

 Drivers should not use  866-846-6961 (this uses up one of the 8 customer lines) to get in con-
tact with dispatch.  This is only to be used to talk to non-dispatch personnel (Safety, Payroll, 
Accident, PeopleNet, etc.). 

Thank you 

By following this you will help enable our customers to get in touch  with people within  our or-
ganization without getting a busy signal. 

To get into a dispatchers que, dial 605-272-5256 and then press their ACD group number. 
 

Terminal Name ACD Group Departments ACD Group 

Dayton Kim Buffington 280 Safety 290 

Paynesville Andy Viessman 285 Payroll 291 

Wahpeton Brent Kosbab 281 Van/Reefer 292 

Memphis Joshua Schmitz 295 Accident 293 

Cedar Rapids Brad Wiitanen 287 PeopleNet 296 

Renville Eric Hansen 286   

Columbus Lori Gage 282   

Paynesville Shawn Klaphake 284   

Marshall /Feed Scott Moeller 294   

Marshall/Tanker Zach Jorgenson 288   

 Rod Viessman 283   

 Jason Viessman 297   

 

Dial 605-272-5256 for Dispatch below 

 

Dial 866-846-6961 for 

 Depts. below 

Vehicle Inspections and Your Risk… 

If you don’t log it, it never happened and your log is not complete!  You are responsible for 

logging a pre and post trip inspection every day you work regardless of personal belief or 

what the trucker in the next rig tells you.  There is a list of 11 minimum items to be 

checked and you will be held liable for not checking these items and certifying they are 

good to go.  Doing this procedure everyday helps to protect you from breakdowns, danger-

ous situations  on the road and the law.  REMEMBER—If you don’t log it, it never hap-

pened!!                                                               Thanks, Paul Schmitz  Safety and Compliance 
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Years of Service for September 
 

01 Year...Tracy Monson, Bobby Scherff, 
     Steve Wordes 
02 Years...Gilbert Brooks, Keara Frenard,  
     Ernie Jacobson, Jackie Jostock,  
     Gary Karstens, Ben Keiser, Jim Kelly, 
     Adam Niechcaj, Heidi Preheim,  
     Sterling Wentworth 
03 Years…Paul Johnson, Sherry Loyd,  
     Richard Pruitt 
04 Years...Jeopardy Clark, Joshua Hunt,  
     Jodi Kenney, Ron Oleson, Craig Schafer, 
     Kasey Willander 
05 Years...Mike Maus, Steve Rossow 
07 Years...Tim Bussye, Mike Franta,  
     Steve Schroeder 
09 Years...Devin Olson 
10 Years...Matt Viessman 
12 Years...Dusthan Carlson 
13 Years...Chris Jastram, Dan McKeon,  
     Joe Wibben 
16 Years...Brad Olson 
17 Years...Paul Johnshoy, Todd Quiring 
18 Years...Mark Kelley, Art Schreiber 
20 Years...Gary Supernois 
22 Years...Ryan Viessman 
23 Years...Steve Sweiger 
27 Years...Willy Pillatzki 
28 Years...Rod Viessman 
31 Years...Gerald Carpenter 
35 Years...Larry Mead 

September Birthdays 
01—Art Schreiber, Alan Windle 
02—Mike McLaughln 
03—Gary McElrath 
05—Sam Klaphake, Terry Rickert,  
     Rick Severson 
07—Scott Moeller, Rich Richards 
08—Barb Jorgenson, Ben Schmidt 
09—Jarrod Bayer 
11—Moises Acosta 
12—Rick Schmitz 
15—Mike Franta, Rich Hohl, Brandon Miller, 
     Dave Schultz 
16—Robert Kuhlmann 
17—Keara Frenard, Claude Raschke 
18—Jesse Eischens, Rolana Schmidt,  
     Jordan Vandeputte 
19—Jim Coffield, Chris Zawistowski 
20—Eric Justice, Kevin Kidd 
21—Randy Viessman 
22—Jerry Nibeck, Rich Reyerson, Arlen Struck 
25—Muhannad Ilyas, Rollie Kruse 
26—Jodi Keeney, Ryan Lewis, Matt Viessman 
27—Bruce Johnson, Brian Stone 
29—Dan Case, Mike Pflum 
30—Dave Schroer 

 

Congratulations to: 
 

Steve Holoubeck,  
Bob Brazel, Ralph Runner, 
Daryl Wirth, Dennis Meyer, 

Brian Stone, Jim Heily  
& Paul Callaway 

 

 

 for NO VIOLATIONS 
on their 

Roadside Inspections!!! 

CVI Welcomes New Drivers 
Austin Kittelson—DWT/Feed 

Brian Anton—CRT/Tanker 
David Broin—MST/Tanker 

Tyrone Newson—MMT/Tanker 
Major Grubbs—MMT/Tanker 

Ross Christenson—RVT/Pneumatic 
Zachary Chapman—RVT/Pneumatic 

Jason Bump—MST/Tanker 
David Schroeder—MST/Tanker 
Brent Hemingsen—WPT/Tanker 

Alan Windle—CBT/Feed 
Bruce Milton—MST/Feed 
Mark Fenske—PYT/Tanker 
Donn Dobson—DYT/Tanker 

Joseph Normandin—MKT/Tanker 
Arlon Kimber—WPT/Tanker 
Moises Acosta—CBT/Tanker 

We got several good reports called in this 
last month!  These drivers were compli-
mented for doing an awesome job… 
 
 

Bruce Daniels, Lance Mills, 
Randy Hall, Earl Levey, 
Jim Heily, Dale Johnson, 

Major Grubbs 
& Mark Brungardt 

 
 

Thank you!!  You make us look great.  
Keep up the great work!! 

*** For All Transflo Users*** 

Please scan paperwork for all loads together, not each load separately!   

The correct order is : 

1) Shipping ticket with the bar code unobstructed by a clipboard. 

2) Bill of Lading. 

3) Scale Ticket. 

Thank You!! 

Viessmans Welcome Dispatchers, Eric Hansen and Kim Buffington 

The Gary Office has two new dispatchers join-
ing the team.  Eric Hansen of Canby, MN and 
Kim Buffington of Marietta, MN.   

Eric dispatches pneumatic trucks for Renville 
and Marshall.  He is married to Tracie and 
they have three children; Bryce, 17, RyAnn, 
13 and Bryant, 10.  Eric has some trucking in 
his blood as his father Doug Hansen drives for 
our sister company, Jacobson Transport and 
his step-father, Mike Zahnow, has been a Vi-
essman driver for many years.  Eric is active in 
the sports program in Canby Schools and 
coaches basketball and baseball. 

Kim dispatches the Dayton trucks.  She is mar-
ried to Jon and they have two kids; Taylar, 17 
and Tanner, 15.  Kim is also familiar with the 
trucking industry as she dispatched in her pre-
vious job and as long as she has known her 
husband, he has been a truck driver.  Kim en-
joys following her children’s sports activities.  
Taylar participates in tennis and Tanner is in-
volved in rodeo and golf.   

If you have the chance to visit with these two, 
give ‘em a shout out and welcome them to 
our company! 



 

Picnic at the Vogt Farm… 

Larry Vogt (Benefits/HR) and his lovely wife, Sally, in-
vited the Gary Office personnel to have lunch at their 
farm last Wednesday.  Sally, the ultimate ‘just like your 
mamma made it’  cook, fixed several dishes for us to 
enjoy including potato salad, coleslaw, roasted and fresh 
veggies from their garden, also garden green beans  
with pieces of bacon and I’m sure other dishes that I 
am not remembering at this time.  Larry did the grilling 
and there were burgers, brats and dogs.  Dessert in-
cluded zucchini bars with cream cheese frosting, peach 
bars and chocolate chip cookies.   

When we finished with the delectable dinner, we 
waddled over to where Larry gave us tours of his 
farm using a trailer and the Oliver 70 tractor he 
restored in 2011, that was built in 1939 and pur-
chased new by his grandfather, Otto Vogt.  

On the trailer ride, we enjoyed going through the 
trails he made for his grandchildren.  We all agreed 
this was definitely a child’s dream come true with 
lots of room to roam, run and explore!  Thank you, 
Larry and Sally for inviting us to your home, feed-
ing us and giving us the tour of your farm! 

Twin Cities Trip for Four Viessman Drivers and their Families…. 

Four Renville drivers, Vince and Nan Harguth along with kids, 

Andrew and Jessie; John Kindred and daughter, Cory; Ronny 

Oleson, wife, Tina and girls, Tiffany and Hope headed to the Cit-

ies for a fun filled weekend last Friday at noon.  Got their hotel 

in Burnsville, set up a grill outdoors, made supper and headed to 

Jordan to Minnesota’s largest candy store.  Returned to the ho-

tel for pool and hot tub time and cocktails for the adults.  On 

Saturday, they all went to Valleyfair (Minnesota’s famous 

amusement park) and rode all the major rides excluding those 

that doused you with water.  I was told Andrew lost his cookies…  

On Sunday, they returned to do all the water rides.  Nan said 

they had a wonderful time.  Picture shows the four Viessman 

drivers.  Nan says this was their safety meeting!  :)  Left to right; 

Ron Oleson, Vinnie Harguth, Nan Harguth and John Kindred. 

World’s Largest Truck Convoy will be held for South Dakota’s Special Olympics in Sioux Falls, SD on September 

22nd and 23rd.  They will be honoring Cliff and Rose Viessman this year.  It looks like Viessmans will have 7 

trucks in the parade including the replica of Cliff Viessman’s first truck, a 1947 Chevy.  There will be a light show 

at the Lyon County Fairgrounds on Friday night (along with a poker tournament) and the parade Saturday morn-

ing, beginning and ending at the fairgrounds where there will be lunch, presentations, awards and auctions.  If 

you aren’t busy you might want to go watch and check this out! 


