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Preventing Trucking Accidents 

Total Paid Out For  

August Safety Bonuses: 

 $18,825 

Preventing Trucking Accidents and Ten Reasons Why Accidents Happen 
 
It is estimated that 9% of all traffic fatalities involve commercial vehicles.  And while 80% of acci-
dents, both fatal and non-fatal, are the fault of the non-commercial driver, it is the trucker’s re-
sponsibility to help prevent the other 20%.  In 2010, the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
reported that 3,400 people died in accidents involving semi-trucks, and that fatalities rose 8% 
compared to 2009.   
 
To prevent accidents, it’s important to understand what causes them.  According to the Depart-
ment of Transportation, the top ten causes of trucking accidents include: 
 
01. Driver fatigue 
02. Debris on highway 
03. Hitting a stopped vehicle from behind 
04. Driving off the side of the road 
05. Speeding 
06. Poor road conditions due to bad weather or maintenance 
07. Loss of control 
08. Mechanical failure 
09. Shifting cargo 
10. Lane drifting 
 
Trucking is a high-risk job that involves constant attention to your vehicle, your driving, and other 
vehicles on the road at all times.  Even one second of daydreaming or a moment of intense fa-
tigue can lead to an accident.  These accidents can cost both the driver and the trucking company 
dearly, leading to injured employees, loss of life, inventory loss, damage, production delays, liabil-
ity and insurance costs, and lost business.  It is estimated that one fatal crash can cost over $3 
million, while non-fatal crashes cost about $62,000.  Here are the top ways truckers can reduce 
accidents and save lives: 
 

 Drive the speed limit and gradually slow down before work zones.  Be on the lookout for con-
struction workers on the side of the road and watch carefully for signs that herald a sudden 
decrease in speed. 

 Don’t drive fatigued.  It’s difficult to stay alert on the road when the hum of the engine and 
the warm sun can cause drowsiness.  But knowing that even one second of drooping eyes 
can result in a catastrophe should be serious enough to keep you alert.  Pull over for quick 
naps when you can, get a full night’s sleep, and minimize caffeine to avoid crashing.  Sticking 
to a diet of fresh fruits and vegetables will also alleviate fatigue, along with drinking plenty of 
water.                                                                                                                   [continued on top of page 2]  



 

 

   Terminal 

Days 
since 
last 

injury 

  

2019 

Injuries 

Paynesville 1922 0 

Dawson 793 0 

Mankato 565 0 

Cedar Rapids 557 0 

Renville 483 0 

Wahpeton 481 0 

Memphis 297 0 

Columbus 179 1 

Marshall 129 1 

Dayton 79 1 
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   How Are We Driving? 

   2019 Incidents/Accidents 

Month ‘16 ‘17 ‘18 ‘19 

Jan 0 0 1 1 

Feb 0 0 2 1 

Mar 2 2 1 3 

Apr 0 0 3 0 

May 0 1 1 0 

June 1 0 1 0 

July 1 1 2 0 

Aug 1 1 1 0 

Sept 2 0 1  

Oct 4 1 1  

Nov 0 1 0  

Dec 1 0 1  

Totals 12 7 15  5 

Preventable 2 

Non-Preventable 3 

Hit by Others 3 

Rear End 1 

Rollover/Jackknife 0 

Striking Parked Vehicle 0 

Miscellaneous 0 

Right Turn Squeeze 0 

Lane Change 0 

Intersection 1 

Work Comp. Injuries as 

of  09/01/19 

 Watch for debris on the road.  Keep a safe distance from the vehicle in front  of you in case they 
swerve to avoid debris, leaving you ample time to also avoid it.  

 Watch for problem drivers.  Everyone is distracted these days by their phone, eating, putting on 
makeup, or by other passengers in the car.  Keep an eye out for vehicles that are drifting into your 
lane or swerving intermittently. 

 Use your turn signals and allow plenty of time to change lanes.  Always check every mirror behore 
making a switch and watch your blind spots. 

 Keep abreast of weather conditions and slow down for ice, rain, and snow. 

 Inspect, inspect, inspect.  Perform a thorough inspection of your truck before and after long hauls, 
paying special attention to brakes and tires. 

 Make gradual stops. 
 Keep distractions to a minimum.  Don’t wear ear buds, talk on the phone, or eat while driving.  Pull 

over if you need to make a phone call. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here we’ll break down what you need to know when driving around school buses and why bus-related 

moving violations incur serious penalties. 

Driving Safely Near Moving School Buses 

If you see a school bus in your lane or coming towards you, pay close attention to what it’s doing.  Give 

the bus extra space and be prepared to stop suddenly as it loads and unloads its cargo (kids). 

Because they’re walking on or near the road, kids are in some danger when they get on or off buses.  It’s 

up to the cars around them to keep a close watch and make sure the coast is clear before continuing on.   

With that in mind, here are some cardinal rules to follow: 

 School buses are required to stop at railroad crossings, so be ready to hit the brakes if you’re be-

hind one 

 School buses travel at slower speeds, so expect to slow down and only pass when the bus driver 

signals you to go by 

 Pay attention to any stop signs or signals on the bus 

Safety Around Stopped School Buses 

Because school buses are so big, your visibility around them is limited.  According to the National High-

way Traffic Safety Administration, from 2005 to 2014, 36% of school-age pedestrians that died in school 

transportation-related crashes were struck by another vehicle on the road.  In order to protect children, 

states have enacted stopping laws.  These laws dictate when you must stop your vehicle for a school bus 

as well as the severity of penalties you face for any violation.  The rule of thumb: the second you see the 

bus lights flashing and the stop sign pop out, be ready to stop.                                            [continued on page 4] 
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Years of Service for September 
 

01 Year...Brian Coudron, Robert Duryee, 
     Jeff Hagler, Greg Lambert, Ken Osendorf 
02 Years...Richard Barnes, Mark Olsby, 
     Bill Woods 
03 Years...Steve Wordes 
04 Years...Ernie Jacobson, Jackie Jostock, 
     Gary Karstens, Ben Keiser, Heidi Preheim, 
     Sterling Wentworth 
05 Years…Richard Pruitt 
06 Years...Jodi Keeney, Kasey Willander 
07 Years...Mike Maus, Steve Rossow 
09 Years...Tim Buysse, Steve Schroeder 
11 Years...Devin Olson 
12 Years...Matt Viessman 
15 Years...Joe Wibben 
18 Years...Brad Olson 
19 Years...Paul Johnshoy 
20 Years...Mark Kelley 
24 Years...Ryan Viessman 
25 Years...Steve Sweiger 
29 Years...Willy Pillatzki 
30 Years...Rod Viessman 
33 Years...Gerald Carpenter 
37 Years...Larry Mead 

September Birthdays 
01—J’Aire Darden 
03—Gary McElrath 
04—Richard Henderson 
05—Sam Klaphake, Terry Rickert,  
     Rick Severson 
06—Kevin Maiers 
07—Isac Guzman, Scott Moeller, Richie Rich 
08—Barb Jorgenson, Ben Schmidt 
09—Jarod Bayer, Tryston Maxwell 
11—Willy Spanier 
12—James Phillips, Rick Schmitz 
13—Jeff Hollinger 
15—Rich Hohl, Brandon Miller, Dave Schultz 
16—Robert Kuhlmann 
17—Claude Raschke 
18—Jesse Eischens, Rolana Schmidt,  
     Jordan Vandeputte 
19—Terry Blanchette, James Coffield,  
     Chris Zawistowski 
21—Alex Renaas, Jay Schmidt,  
     Randy Viessman 
22—Rich Reyerson, Arlen Struck 
23—Ken Osendorf 
25—Rollie Kruse, Eric Stene,  
     Peaches Vierstraete 
26—Doug Carlson, Jason Cranfill, Jodi Keeney, 
     Ryan Lewis, Matt Viessman 
27— Bruce Johnson, Brian Stone 
29—Aldon Carlson, Mike Pflum,  
     Loren Sawatzky, Charlie Wieland 

CVI Welcomes New Drivers 
 

Brett Danielson—DWT/Feed 
James Philllips—MMT/Tanker 

Chris Bundy—MST/Feed 
Chris Williams—MMT/Tanker 
Krataivs Key—MMT/Tanker 
Joe Cantrell—CRT/Tanker 

Gordy Armstrong—WPT/Tanker 
Percy Kirkland—DYT/Tanker 

Antonio Robinson—MMT/Tanker 
Lavern Fuqua—CBT/Feed 

Jason Kappelman—CBT/Feed 

Congratulations to: 
 

Mike Bjornson, 
Mark Olsby, 

Bob B. Iverson, 
Bill Greene 

And  
Lee Stark 

 

for NO VIOLATIONS  
on their roadside inspections! 

We got a couple good reports called in this last 
month!  These drivers were complimented for doing 

an awesome job… 
 

Willy Pillatzki 

And  

Roger Clark 
 

Thank You!  You make the company look good.   

Keep up the excellent work! 

Nanette Harguth Goes to Nationals 

CVI’s own, Nan Harguth (Renville) took first in the 
straight truck division in the South Dakota Truck Driv-
ing Championships and so moved on to compete in 
the National Championships in Pittsburg, PA, August 
14-17.  Here are a few words Nan wrote for us… 

“Wow, what an amazing experience.  It was such a 
learning experience for me. 

The written test had a few awesome, make you think, 
questions.  Just the wording is a game changer in the 
answer.  It was an excellent written test.   

The pre-trip.  A few obvious simulations and a few 
you really had to think of where to look and look 
deep.  And to expect the very unexpected of different 
things we can so easily overlook.   

The driving course.  To walk the course on foot it 
seemed pretty simple.  But driving it to see the marks 
was a bit different. 

And the meeting of people from all over the United States and the encouragement from even the per-
son you sit next to is unbelievable.  Life long friendships have been 
made. 

All in all, the experience of challenging myself to be a better and a 
safer driver is amazing.  A learning and challenging experience.  
And knowing that no matter where you place in the rankings, 
you’re still a winner. 

It is a good feeling knowing a person can challenge themselves to 
be a good safe driver and to be out on the road doing the right 
thing to be as safe as you can be. 

I encourage any one who wants to know more about the TDC’s to 
ask your terminal manager, our safety director or even myself.  
There are so many things you can learn to help you become a 
better driver. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank CVI for supporting drivers 
and giving us the opportunity to go to the TDC’s to compete for a 
chance at Nationals.  Thank you so much for the opportunity and 
encouragement!” 

Nanette may not have placed in the National Truck Driving Cham-
pionships, but in our eyes she is still a WINNER!!  Thank you, Nan, 
from all of us at Cliff Viessman, Inc. 

Nan with hubby, Vinnie 



 
 Penalties for School Bus-Related Violations 

Penalties for violating school bus stopping laws vary from state to state, but all states take these violations seriously.   

In New York, the first time you fail to stop, you may face a fine between $250 and $400, up to 30 days in jail, and 5 additional points on 

your driving record (by comparison, running a stop signs nets you 3 points).  And the penalty becomes harsher for every subsequent 

violation. 

If you’re convicted of violating Pennsylvania’s stopping-for-buses law, you could lose your license for 60 days, get 5 points on your 

driving record, and be fined $250. 

When Should You Stop? 

In every state, it’s illegal to pass a school bus that’s loading or unloading students.  Always stop when the bus is in the process of 

unloading students on: 

 Public highways 

 Multilane roads 

 Parking lots 

 School Property 

Another thing to consider: school buses occasionally travel in caravans.  If a school bus in front of you has another bus in front of it 

that’s letting kids on or off, you must stop for that bus as well. 

State laws regarding stopping for school buses on divided highways vary.  Check with your state’s rules of the road for more informa-

tion. 

Give The Bus A Brake 

Driving a school bus isn’t an easy job, so it’s up to us fellow drivers on the road to help bus drivers any way we can.  By learning to 

share the road with buses and following your state’s stopping laws, you can make a bus driver’s job a bit easier.  You’ll protect the kids 

and help keep your driving record nice and clean in the process. 

Oriental Chicken 
Salad 

For the Dressing: 

3 Tablespoons Honey 

1 1/2 Tablespoons Rice Vinegar 

1/4 Cup Mayonnaise 

1 Teaspoon Grey Poupon Mustard 

1/8 Teaspoon Sesame Oil 

For the Salad: 

4 Crispy Chicken Strips (cooked) 

8 Cups Chopped Lettuce 

1 1/2 Cup Coleslaw Mix with Carrots 

1 Tablespoon Sliced Toasted Almonds 

1/2 Cup Chow Mein Noodles 

Make dressing first, so it has time to chill.  Simply mix all listed dressing ingredients together.  Bake the chicken strips accord-
ing to package directions.  Remove them from the oven and allow to cool.  Cut them into bite-size chunks.  On four serving 
plates, mix together some of each of the lettuce and cabbage mix.  Top with chicken, almonds and noodles.  Drizzle with the 
dressing right before serving. 

This is a delicious salad the 
girls and I at work really 
enjoy.  This is wonderful 
served wrapped in a flour 
tortilla too! 


